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Docket C)erk
Marketing Order Adlninistration Brancll
Fruit and VcSetablc Programs
AMS7 USDA
1400 Indcpendence Avenue, SW
STOP 0237
Washington) DC 20250~O237

FAX (202) 720-8938
E~MAIL moab.dock~clerk@usda .gov
TNTE~ET httn://www.re2Ulations.gov

RE: Docket No. FV03-925-1PR .
Federal Register Vol.70. No.1 00, Page 30001
Grapes Grown ia a DCSignated Area of Southeastom California and tmported Table
Grapes; Proposed Change in Rcgu,latory P~od .
COMMENTS IN oPPOSmON TO PROPOSED CHANGE

Dear Docket Clerk:

CCNI opposes the abovc referenced change in tho effective date of Ta.ble Grape
Marketing Order 925 and the companion Table Grape Import Regulation 4 that will further
~strict table grapes suppli~ ftom Chile.

CCNI is engaged in the logi&ti~ busi~ess. Tr1U1sportation of agricultural commodities
in wintct and spring seasons aooount9 for a significant p6rt of our busittess. We transport
approximately 6.480 boxes of frcsh table grap~ from Chile to various ports in the U ,S.
W'lnuaJly, and 2.160 boxes in the month o~ A~l.

Tfthe Proposed Rule should be adopted, the substan1ial portion of these April shipments
is cxpected to eith~ be cxcluded, or be rushed for shipment before April 1. If exportern
packing out earlier to beat the April 1 -the proposed new effective beginning date for
Mark~ng Order 925 and Jmport Regulation 4. a. substantial congestion may be cxpcricnc~ at
both the atTivat and departurc porf.$, as more :li1.rlis will be loaded on to vessels at Chilean ports
at the same time. more vessels must be available to hand1~ the cxtI'a loads; mOfc, vcs3e15 will
arrivc at the u.s. port.q at tho sam~ time, more fruit must be pr~~ thro\lgh the V-So
customs at th~ same time, and more fruit must be fumi,gate<l upon arrival at the same time.
Furth« delay in th~ processing of the table g;rB.pe:i both bofore departure and upon arrival can
negatively affect the condition of the fruit.
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~rhere ml!Y ~I&O be a significant rc4lJct1on in the cargo Vol\1IIle aftcr April 1) causmg
fewer ships to sail to ~ U.S.. As a result, exporters must wait for sufficient cargo to b~e
available for fumigation and loading in Chile, and th8 delay in shipment.is likely to negatively
affect thc condition of the fruit. In short, the Proposed Ru1~ will create a substantial disruption
in the oroerly marketing of the produc4 contrary to the statoo legititnatc PUtpOse of a marketing
order.

Furthcnn~, CCNI concurs with. a11d incorporates herein by referent;e~ the detailed
comments and ~tting data submitted' by ASOEX, the Chilean Exportcrs Association.
Specifica]ly~ CCNI a~ with ASOEX in that:

1.

2.

3.

4-

s.

The Proposed Rule imposes marketing ordor standards on Chilean supplies
when no domestic varil::ties are available. and therefore constitutes a non-tmiff
barrier contrary to th~ temu ofWTO Agreements and the U.S.-Chile Frco Trade
Agreement.
The Proposed Rule assdses inspecclo1;t fees starting April 1 when no domestic
supplies are being $0 chargoo, and thereby violateg Article m
The ~J-d submissions for the proposed r\11c do not support the proposed
chang~ in the bogirtning and e11ding effective date of Marketing Order 925 and
thc companion Table Gra.J)e huport Regulation 4.
The change in date from April 20 to April 1 will croo.te an artificial shortage of
table grapes since there is t'lo other commercially significant and reliable supply
from any 50ur~ other than Chile.
Th~ proposed chMge in the beginning effective date of Marketing Order 925
and Table Grape Import Regulation 4 from Apri120 to April 1 will deprive u.s.
consument of supply offtesh ~e grapes during a period when there is no otha
comm(:.-.:i~l1y significant and reliable supp1y from any source other than Chile.

Therefore) CCNT urges the agency to reject the Propo6cd Rule:.

Respootfully submitted)
.' , ,

M ""'3 t"""
pcdro Pablo Rioja"
Comeicial Director
CCNI
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